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The death of any Sumatran Tiger is a tragic situation.  Unfortunately human-tiger conflict has long been a reality of life in Indonesia.  In this particular case, as reported by the authorities on June 30th 2011, the tiger was caught in a wildlife trap set illegally by local villagers from Medang hamlet. The traps, set in a ten-year-old plantation forest clearly marked with signs prohibiting trespassing and hunting, were intended to target small mammals such as deer.   

Bastoni (single name), one of the leading Indonesian authorities on the protection of the Sumatran tiger and human-tiger conflict, said:

“My organization, the conservation agencies, APP and its suppliers’ pulpwood plantations have been working hand-in-hand with other stakeholders to help conserve tigers in Sumatra. Plantations near conservation areas are popular with tigers as hunting grounds for deer and wild boars. The tragedy of this situation is that we are saddened by the villagers’ actions, which violated clear signage and current regulations. We have been disseminating information to protect tigers, but obviously we need to do more. We’d welcome the help of NGOs such as Greenpeace to implement this.”

Bastoni is with the Sumatran Tiger Conservation Foundation (YPHS), a non-profit organization organisation, which has been working with APP and the Sumatra’s conservation agencies to protect and preserve the population of the Sumatran Tiger and working toward building a community that can live peacefully with wildlife for conservation purposes.
 
APP and its pulpwood suppliers have strict protocols in place to help protect all protected wildlife that roam concessions.  The goal of these protocols is to help protect the safety of the animals as well as the villagers who typically are hunting legally in efforts to feed their families.  APP and its pulpwood suppliers work to educate communities on how to deal with situations like this, including that people to immediately contact when tigers are found.
 
The suggestion by Greenpeace that any of APP's direct or supplier operations would be, in whole or part, responsible for the death of a Sumatran Tiger is not only grossly inaccurate but deeply offensive to everyone in the APP family. That said, we are open to discussions with NGOs, local communities and other concerned stakeholders to further improve our wildlife protocol.
 
For many years now, APP has made conservation of the Sumatran Tiger a cornerstone of its operational and CSR policies. 
 
We are committed to the protection of this endangered species and have invested millions of dollars in the past decade to achieve that aim. 
 
Since 2004 we have been one of the prime supporters behind the Senepis Tiger Reserve in Riau province. We also work together with several NGOs to address expansion of protected tiger habitats in Kampar Peninsula.  We are now working with the Sumatran Tiger Conservation Foundation (YPHS), to study the suitability of the 178,000 hectare Giam Siak Kecil Bukit Batu Biosphere Reserve in Riau as a tiger conservation area.‪ ‪
 
Further, we fund and partner with YPHS in cases of direct tiger-human conflict, with the objective of safely relocating tigers to habitats where they can live sustainably.
 
More information on how APP and its suppliers work with YPHS to help safely protect and relocate tigers which come into contact with humans can be found at www.rainforestrealities.com
 
